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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
100-1160 16 June 1988 Washington DC
THE WATERMELON JUBILEE. At this writing, your Congressman hopes to be in
»
Stockdale on June 18 to help extol the blessings of great Texas watermelon
which abound in our area and are the sweetest we've ever eaten--bar none.
Every year I anticipate the pleasure of being able to attend the Stockdale
Watermelon Jubilee, and this year marks the 44th annual jubilee in Wilson County
and the Stockdale Chamber of Commerce has asked me to participate in the big
parade on June 18. Nothing could make for a better Saturday.
The Wilson County area is prime melon growing territory and the crop is
important to the South Texas economy. We support the annual jubilee with pride
and enthusiasm. We have many long-time friends in Stockdale and we look forward
to having a great day with all of them--as well as the many· new friends we'll
make in one of South Texas' most friendly cities.
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THE COSPONSOR FEVER. Many Members of Congress--at one time or another--catch
the cosponsor's fever, especially when Congress is in session and actively
considering the nation's legislation.
When the current 100th Congress ends in late December of this year, the
U. S. House wi 11 have examined over 6,000 assorted bi lls and resolutions. Less
than 500 will ever reach the President's desk.
But literally thousands of these assorted legislative measures will be
the vehicles for spreading the cosponsor fever. This is the term I use to
describe a situation where a Member of Congress agrees to affix his signature
on a bill introduced by another Member and thereby formally supports the bill.
This type· of signature support is called co-sponsorship.
Without question, all of us in Congress cosponsor each other's bills from
time to time. Your Congressman cosponsors dozens of bills each year in the
firm belief they are good for the nation and good for South Texas. But that's
where I draw the line. I have never been in favor of cosponsoring for its
own sake.
Every week I receive dozens of robot form letters from other Members of
Congress who ask me to cosponsor a bill they have recently introduced. This
is like casting a net over the waters to see what can be caught in the way
of support for a particular legislative effort. By week's end, there is always
a 3-,inch stack of thes~ requests en illy dzsl~--sv-u..,:, ~ feel a4~ d2serving and
some I feel are not. Many letters now come from organizations and individual
members of some of these organizations, and most are what we call "form" letters.
These letters also request that you cosponsor this or that bill. Some
of the letters are downright demanding: for instance, "I am· shocked to see
that you have not cosponsored·our bill, H.R. 0001, and if you do not do so--or
inform us by return mail as to why you have not--then we shall tell all our
members," etc. and so forth. These letters usually demand an answer by a certain
number of days!
(more)
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Perhaps I'm old fashioned, but to me it has always seemed smarter to let
the standing committees of Congress examine and design each bill--and to let
the full House or Senate debate the merits of the bill.
When I feel strongly that a certain bill needs to be altered, I will write
a letter to the Chairman of the Committee to which the bill has been referred
and ask the Chairman to consider Some of my recommendations.
But to helter-skelter sign and cosponsor every bill that is introduced
seems to me a recipe for committing yourself to an idea which might well be
significantly changed i~ committee or in full House debate.
Just because a M.,.,ber cosponsors a bill does not mean the Member agrees
1001. with everything in the bill. Cosponsorship--as it is practiced en masse
these days--means little more than a perfunctory wave of the hand.
Even our federal departments and agencies have gotten into the act.
Coincidentally, while I was writing this newsletter at my desk, I received
a telephone call from the Environmental Protection Agency.. The official was
interested in some legislation which his agency thought I was cosponsoring.
He said the bill number was H.R. 2046. I told him this was the Rio Grande
Pollution Correction Act and I was not cosponsoring it. The EPA official
wondered why I was not cosponsoring this great bill, and I said it was because
I had introduced it and it would look odd for me to cosponsor my own legislation!
To my great surprise, this EPA official next asked me how MANY cosponsors
did my bill receive! With much gusto, I said that my bill had garnered ~
cosponsor. The EPA official was truly surprised .that only one other Member
of Congress cosponsored my Rio Grande pollution control bill.
But I had the last word. This EPA official wondered if the U.S. House
had taken any action on my bill. I said "Yes, last Autumn--on October 17 to
be exact--the House of Representatives, by unanimous voice vote, passed my
legislation to correct Rio Grande pollution," though it had but one lone cosponsor.
The EPA official will have much to ponder in the days ahead as to why
a bill that got only one cosponsor could be approved unanimously by the House.
Along these same lines, there was a bill introduced in the House on March
15, 1988, and already it has gained 334 cosponsors out of 435 Members of the
U. S. House! The majority of these 334 Members agreed to cosponsor the bill
before it was fully considered by the relevant committee of jurisdiction and
despite the huge number of cosponsors, the full House has not approved the
bill.
No--I'm sorry--call me a Constitutional antique if you want, but I believe
it is the role of the Congress to examine bills and other legislative measures
without the pressures of repetitiOUS cosponsorship campaigns which originate
in the Congress itself and are now popular with membership associations and
other interest groups.
John Nance Garner or Sam Rayburn would make great speeches on the floor
of the House when legislation was being considered--and this is what I feel
our Congress should strive to do nowadays. The great expectations and national
excitement over spirited debates in the House and Senate are the qualities
which make for good legislation.
w~ in th~ C0ngress qhould n~v~r ba~~ our votes on whether the bill received
" h" h' Id d denoug cosponsors. Cosponsors 1p, ecause it is so preva ent an wi esprea
these clays, has lost its genuine relevance. Give me back the good old days!
il il
VISITORS FROM HOME. Mrs Mary Yturria of Brownsville; Mr Jimmy McCarthy of
Rio Hondo; Mrs Ronald Boudrea.ux of South Padre Island; Mr Steve Bearden of
Harlingen; Mr E.H. Corrigan and Christy Burton of Brownsville; Bob Chandler
and Mac Conway of McAllen; Dr Steven Altman, President of Texas A&I University
in Kingsville; Gerald Clark of Edna; Mrs Elvira Rios of Corpus Christi and
her son, David, of McAllen; Mr and Mrs John A Malley of Santa Fe, New Mexico
(Mrs Malley is the former Maria Alma Garza of McAllen); Dr Eloisa G. Garza,
Chief of Nursing Services at the Veterans Administration Medical Center in
Hot Springs, South Dakota (she is formerly of San Benito); Mr Jack Nelson of
Harlingen.
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